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Score and Performance Notes

+ Completed: December, 2017.

+  Duration: approximately 30.

+ Dedicated to Doris Stevenson and Ronald Feldman.

+ In the fifth movement, measures of 5/8 always break into the pattern 2+3.

+  The symbol” -B— " indicates that the player should immediately muffle the sound.

Instrumentation

2 Flutes (Flute 2 doubling on Piccolo)
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in B-flat
2 Bassoons
2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones
Tuba
Percussion (2 players)
I: Tam-tam (large, T.-t.), Tenor Drum (T.D.), Crash Cymbals (Cym.), Suspended Cymbal (Susp. Cym.), Tambourine (Tamb.), Whip,
Small unpitched bells (quiet, serene, hanging on a chain or string), Glockenspiel (Glock.)
II: Bass Drum (large, B.D.), Snare Drum (S.D.), two Triangles (one high, one low), Bell Tree (Bell Tt.), Vibraphone (Vib.),
Xylophone (Xyl.)
Piano solo

Strings

Program Note

Concertos are often framed as struggles between an individual (the soloist) and their society (the orchestra). But in this Piano Concerto, I wanted to explore
less fraught emotions and relationships; here, the instruments variously work together, cajole each other, teach each other, and even make gentle fun of each
other. The first movement, a slow “Invocation,” summons sound from the lowest registers of the piano and orchestra, gradually assembling a melody from these
turbulent fragments. The second, a Scherzo, takes a far more positive turn: bright, quick music in the piano and orchestra are occasionally interrupted by the
insect buzzing and biting sounds that the title,“Tarantella,” suggests. The middle movement, “Cosmogony,” is slow, as brass and a cello solo lay out a rich bed

of sound that contrasts with bright, soft music in the strings, flutes, and percussion. This movement includes the piano’s only real cadenza, as its emotional
turbulence gives way to star-like brightness. The fourth movement is a funeral march that begins and ends steadily but lashes out in a violent outburst in its
central section. Then, the piece ends with a“Burlesque” Rondo, moving through energetic and sometimes bawdy music to a crashing conclusion.

Zachary Wadsworth's “vivid, vital, and prismatic” music has established him as one of the leading composers of his generation, especially among those writing vocal, choral, and operatic
works. With recent performances by the choir of Westminster Abbey, the Washington National Opera Chorus, Boston Metro Opera, Long Leaf Opera, the Buffalo Philharmonic
Orchestra, and the Atlanta Philharmonic Orchestra, his works have been heard in venues around the world, from Washington's Kennedy Center to Tokyo's Takinogawa Hall.

As winner of the 2011 King James Bible Trust Award, Wadsworth’s anthem Out of the South Cometh the Whirlwind was performed at Westminster Abbey in the presence of Queen Elizabeth
II. Other recent honors include a Charles Ives Scholarship from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, three Morton Gould Young Composer Awards from ASCAP, and first-prize
recognition in competitions sponsored by the American Composers Forum, the Pacific Chorale, the Boston Choral Ensemble, and the Esoterics. Wadsworth's music is widely broadcast and
distributed, with recent publications by Novello, G. Schirmer, and E.C. Schirmer, and broadcasts on NPR, BBC, and CBC.

Wadsworth earned graduate degrees from Cornell University (DMA) and Yale University (MM), and is an honors graduate of the Eastman School of Music (BM). Originally from
Richmond, Virginia, Wadsworth (b. 1983) has taught at Williams College, the Interlochen Center for the Arts and the University of Calgary, and he maintains an active performing life as
a tenor and pianist.
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dedicated to Doris Stevenson and Ronald Feldman

Piano Concerto

I. Largo (Invocation)

Zachary Wadsworth
(b.1983)
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* if a Bosendorfer is not available, the low F# may be played as the typical low A (here and in m. 85).
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